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Introduction 

Few  will  deny  the  rich  diversity  of  Pennsylvania’s  population. 

Originating  from  many  lands,  a myriad  of  ethnic  groups  has  moved 
to  Pennsylvania  during  its  three  centuries  of  existence.  The  result  of 
this  continuing  inflow  of  races  and  nationalities  was  a heterogeneous 
society  which  felt  the  continual  tremors  of  adjustment  and  contention. 

The  vanguard  of  Pennsylvania’s  immigrants  arrived  in  colonial 
times.  English  Quakers,  German  religious  sects,  and  the  Scotch-Irish 
formed  the  major  groupings  of  the  society.  These  groups  displayed 
persistent  friction  as  well  as  accommodation.  The  differences  between 
the  English  and  the  Germans  or  the  Scotch-Irish  on  the  frontier  were 
many.  Ben  Franklin’s  disdain  toward  the  growing  number  of  German 
immigrants  is  well  known.  But  few  know  of  the  conscientious  attempts 
to  “balance”  political  tickets  to  accommodate  various  ethno-religious 
groupings  prior  to  1800.1 

After  1800  German  immigration  was  rivaled  by  the  inflow  of  Irish. 
Evoking  resentment  from  native  workers  and  suspicion  toward  Roman 
Catholicism,  Irish  newcomers  were  a constant  source  of  strife.  Ante- 
bellum Philadelphia  would  long  remember  the  nativist  riots  directed 
toward  the  Irish.  But  here  also  adjustment  existed  alongside  social 
tension.  In  the  case  of  the  Irish,  a vast  parochial  educational  system 
was  forged  which  educated  Pennsylvania  Catholics  from  the  first  grade 
through  graduate  school.2 

Throughout  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries  Afro-Americans 
arrived  in  Pennsylvania.  Slowly  at  first,  and  with  a rush  after  1914, 
blacks  moved  northward  in  search  of  freedom  and,  later,  economic 
opportunity.  Confined  largely  to  unskilled  work  and  often  to  a life- 
time of  impoverishment,  blacks  settled  primarily  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  State  and  several  industrial  areas  of  the  southwest.  Black 
migration  rose  rapidly  in  the  two  decades  after  the  Civil  War.  From 
1890  until  World  War  I,  the  tide  of  incoming  Negroes  was  halted 
substantially  by  the  “new  immigration,”  which  largely  assumed  the 
unskilled  positions  of  Pennsylvania’s  expanding  industry.  It  was  not 
until  the  termination  of  European  immigration  that  blacks  moved 
again  into  the  State  in  significant  numbers.3 

1See  Kenneth  W.  Keller,  “Diversity  and  Democracy:  Ethnic  Politics  in  South- 
eastern Pennsylvania,  1788-1789,”  (unpublished  Ph.D.  dissertation,  Yale  University, 
1971). 

3 See  Dennis  Clark,  The  Irish  in  Philadelphia  (Philadelphia,  1974). 

3 See  John  Bodnar,  “The  Impact  of  the  New  Immigration  on  the  Black  Worker: 
Steelton,  Pennsylvania,  1880-1930,”  Labor  History,  (1974). 
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The  late  nineteenth  century  also  witnessed  the  arrival  of  millions 
of  Slavs,  Italians,  and  Jews  from  southern  and  eastern  Europe.  Penn- 
sylvania received  more  Slavic  immigrants  than  any  other  state.  Italians, 
in  fact,  became  the  largest  single  ethnic  group  in  the  Commonwealth 
and  would  combine  with  Slovaks,  Ukrainians,  Jews,  and  blacks  to 
exceed  the  earlier  white,  Anglo-Saxon  stock  in  numbers. 

“New  Immigrants"  were  also  met  with  hostility  and  antagonism. 
Exploited  in  local  courts,  forced  to  pay  higher  tax  assessments  than 
industrial  concerns,  and  relegated  to  lower-level  jobs  to  compete  with 
blacks,  the  Slavic  and  Italian  newcomers  became  the  source  of  social 
turmoil  in  twentieth-century  Pennsylvania.  Frequently  the  Catholic 
newcomers  and  the  Protestant  establishment  clashed.  In  1919  Penn- 
sylvania business,  through  the  use  of  the  State  police,  successfully 
destroyed  the  efforts  of  striking  immigrant  steelworkers.  Ethnics  re- 
taliated in  such  instances  as  the  anti-Ku  Klux  Klan  raid  in  Carnegie 
in  1923.  The  contention  did  not  begin  to  be  modified  by  adjustment 
until  the  entrance  of  Slavs,  blacks,  and  Italians  into  the  State  legislature 
after  1934.4 

The  study  of  Pennsylvania’s  culture  and  history  has  yet  to  capture 
the  tremendous  breath  and  importance  of  ethnicity  in  the  State’s  past. 
We  still  know  little  of  blacks  in  the  twentieth  century,  immigrant  girls 
in  silk  mills  and  cigar  factories,  immigrants  in  Pennsylvania  politics, 
particular  ethnic  agricultural  settlements  besides  the  Amish  (consider 
the  Ukrainians  of  Erie  County)  , Jewish  peddlers,  the  Polish  National 
Church,  the  Windish  settlements  in  Bethlehem,  the  role  of  the  Slovak 
fraternal  unions,  the  Italian  markets  of  Philadelphia,  the  Pennsylvania 
Germans  in  the  coal  fields,  the  influence  of  Croatian  boarding  houses 
in  Allegheny  City,  the  ethnic  festivals  which  flourished  at  Kenny- 
wood  Park  near  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Afro-American 
League.  We  know  of  Penn,  Franklin,  and  Weiser,  but  who  were  Peter 
Blackwell,  Peter  Rovnianek,  Joseph  Murgas,  Louis  Edward  Levy,  and 
Frank  Di-Berardino? 

This  bibliography  is  only  a selective  listing  of  sources  dealing  writh 
ethnic  groups  in  Pennsylvania  history.  It  attempts  to  provide  a be- 
ginning for  the  extensive  work  that  remains  in  depicting  the  State’s 
ethnic  past.  A product  of  the  Ethnic  Studies  Program  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Historical  Museum  Commission,  the  work  has  profited  from 

‘See  Margaret  Rvington,  Homestead . The  Households  of  a Mill  Town  (New  York, 
1910)  ; Joseph  John  Holmes,  "The  National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania:  Policeman  of 
Industry”  (Ph.D.  dissertation.  University  of  Connecticut,  1971)  ; Ailon  Shiloh  et  al., 
By  Myself  I'm  a Book!  An  Oral  History  of  the  Immigrant  Jewish  Experience  in 
Pittsburgh  (Waltham,  Mass.,  1972)  . 
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the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Mae  L.  Kruger  and  Mrs.  Lesley  Mack,  who  arranged 
anNd  typed  numerous  drafts.  The  compilation  was  also  encouraged  from 
the  beginning  by  the  late  Dr.  S.  K.  Stevens,  who  was  Executive  Director 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission,  and  Mr. 
William  J.  Wewer,  who  now  is  Executive  Director.  Dr.  Donald  H. 
Kent,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Archives  and  History  of  the  Com- 
mission, not  only  assisted  the  compilation  but  continually  supported 
the  entire  ethnic  program  with  enthusiasm.  As  with  all  Commission 
publications,  Mr.  William  A.  Hunter,  Chief  of  the  Division  of  History, 
and  Mr.  Harold  L.  Myers,  Associate  Historian,  expertly  guided  the 
manuscript  through  the  final  stages  of  publication.  Mr.  Joseph  Bober- 
sky  also  provided  invaluable  assistance  at  a crucial  juncture. 

Additional  references  on  the  Germans  before  1952  can  be  found  in 
the  pioneering  efforts  of  Dr.  Norman  B.  Wilkinson  in  his  Bibliography 
of  Pennsylvania  History,  published  in  1957.  Mrs.  Gail  M.  Gibson,  who 
was  an  Associate  Historian  for  the  Commission,  continued  the  bibli- 
ography into  the  1960’s  and  her  work  provided  us  with  some  source 
material.  However,  in  dealing  with  many  ethnic  groups,  we  were 
forced  to  start  with  nothing  in  trying  to  locate  relevant  material.  This 
was  true  especially  with  more  recent  immigrant  groups  such  as  the 
Slavs,  Italians,  Lithuanians,  and  Puerto  Ricans,  and,  since  the  Civil 
War,  the  black  migrants.  Moreover,  we  brought  much  of  the  earlier 
bibliographical  work  up  to  date. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  acknowledge  everyone  who  provided  sug- 
gestions for  relevant  material.  However,  Dr.  George  J.  Prpic,  professor 
of  history  at  John  Carroll  University,  Cleveland,  supplied  especially 
valuable  references  on  the  Croatians.  Dr.  James  Rodechko,  Wilkes 
College,  Wilkes-Barre,  offered  his  suggestions  for  sources  dealing  with 
the  Irish,  as  did  Dr.  Dennis  Clark.  Others  who  offered  citations  were 
Dr.  Joseph  Zacek,  Dr.  Maurice  Mook,  Dr.  Kenneth  Keller,  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Borkowski.  Dr.  A.  William  Hoglund,  professor  of  history  at 
the  University  of  Connecticut,  suggested  both  relevant  dissertations  for 
inclusion  and  helpful  criticism.  The  final  responsibility  for  the  work, 
however,  is  mine  alone. 

John  E.  Bodnar 

Ethnic  Studies  Program 

Pennsylvania  Historical  ix  Museum  Commission 

Cover  photographs.  Top:  Serbian  Sokol,  Steelton,  Pennsylvania, 

1905;  lower  left:  Irish  breaker  boys,  Scranton,  ca.  1915;  lower  right: 
Rev.  Stefan  Furdek,  founder,  First  Catholic  Slovak  Union. 
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Section  I 


General  Works  on  Ethnic  Groups  in  Pennsylvania 

Adamic,  Loris.  Dynamite:  The  Story  of  Class  Violence  in  America.  New  York: 

Viking  Press,  1931. 

— . Laughing  in  the  Jungle.  New  York:  Harper  & Bros.,  1932. 

Andrews,  J Cutler.  I he  Gilded  \ge  in  Pennsylvania,”  Pennsylvania  History, 
XXIV  (1967),  1-24. 

Vurand,  Harold.  From  the  Molly  .Maguires  to  the  United  Mine  Workers.  Phila- 
delphia: Temple  University  Press,  1973. 

I he  Vnthracite  Mine  Workers,  1869-1897:  A Functional  Approach  to 
Labor  Historv.  I npublished  Ph.I).  dissertation,  Pennsylvania  State  University 
1969. 

— . "The  Anthracite  Strike  of  1887-1888,”  Pennsylvania  History,  XXV 
(1968),  169-85. 

Baldwin,  Lei. and  D.  Pittsburgh , the  Stor%  of  a City.  Pittsburgh:  University  of 
Pittsburgh  Press,  1937. 

Ballmer,  Otto.  “A  Siegerland  Emigrant  List  of  1738,"  Pennsylvania  Folklife,  XIX 
(Winter,  1969-70)  , 46. 

Barrick,  Mac  E.  Racial  Riddles  and  the  Polock’  Jokes,"  Keystone  Folklore  Qt mr- 
terly,  XV  (1970)  , 3-15. 

Barton,  Anna  M..  and  Staudfnmaier,  Margaret.  "Ethnic  and  Racial  Groups  in 
Rankin,  Pennsylvania:  A Study  of  Relationships  Between  Them  as  Expressed 
Through  Various  Social  Forces."  Unpublished  M.A.  thesis,  University  of  Pitts- 
burgh, 1947. 

Batsciielet,  C.  E.  "Picture  of  the  Distribution  of  Population  in  Pennsylvania," 
Geographical  Review,  XVII  (1927)  . 429-33. 

Beaver,  James.  "Discontent  in  Laboring  Classes;  Education  of  Industrial  Classes 
and  Rights  of  I^ibor,"  Governor's  Messages  [Beaver]  (Jan.  18,  1887)  , pp.  5-7. 

Bell,  I homas.  Out  of  this  Furnace.  New  York.  1941  [fiction]. 

Bernstein.  Leonard.  "The  Working  People  of  Philadelphia  from  Colonial  Times 
to  the  General  Strike  of  1835,"  Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography , 
LXXIV  (1950)  . 322-39. 

Bi  RirtoFF,  Rowland.  " I'hc  Social  Order  of  the  Anthracite  Region,”  Pennsylvania 
Magazine  of  History  and  Biography.  I.XXXIX  (1965),  261-91. 

Bi.odget,  Loris.  " I he  Census  of  Industrial  Employment,  Wages  & Social  Conditions 
in  Philadelphia  in  1870,"  Annual  Report  of  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor  and 
Agriculture  (1872-73)  . pp.  417-39. 

Bi.umin,  Stuart.  "Mobility  and  Change  in  Ante-Bellum  Philadelphia."  In  Nine- 
teenth Century  Cities,  Essays  in  the  New  Urban  History,  edited  by  Stephen 
I hernstrom  and  Richard  Scnnett,  pp.  165-208.  New  Haven:  Yale  University 
Press,  1969. 

— "Mobility  in  a Nineteenth-Century  American  City:  Philadelphia, 

1820-1860,"  unpublished  Ph  D.  dissertation,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1968. 

Bodnar,  John.  "An  \pproach  to  Ethnic  History  in  Reading,”  Historical  Review 
of  Berks  County.  XXXVIII  (Spring,  1972)  . 56,  57. 

— . "Slavs  and  Italians  of  New  Castle:  Patterns  in  the  New  Immigration,” 
Western  Pennsylvania  Historical  Magazine,  LV  (1972)  , 269-78. 

— . "The  Procurement  of  Immigrant  Labor,”  Pennsylvania  History,  XLJ 
(1974) , 189-206. 

- (ed.)  . The  Ethnic  Experience  in  Pennsylvania.  I.ewisburg:  Bucknell 
University  Press.  1973. 

Bowman,  Charles  J.,  Jr.  "Manuel  Torres,  a Spanish  American  Patriot  in  Phila- 
delphia, 1796-1822,”  Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  XCIV 
(1970) , 26-53. 
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Bready,  Marcia  B.  “The  Colonists  of  William  Penn,”  Western  Pennsylvania  His- 
torical Magazine,  V (1922) , 259-64. 

Brody,  David.  Steelworkers  in  America:  The  Nonunion  Era.  Cambridge:  Harvard 
University  Press,  1960. 

Buenker,  John  D.  “Urban  Liberalism  and  the  Federal  Income  Tax  Amendment,” 
Pennsylvania  History,  XXXVI  (1969),  192-215. 

Burns,  Roger  A.  "Anthony  Benezet  and  the  Natural  Rights  of  the  Red,"  Pennsyl- 
vania Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  XLVI  (1972),  104-113. 

Byington,  Margaret.  Homestead:  The  Households  of  a Mill  Town.  New  York: 
Charities  Publication  Committee,  1910. 

Clark,  Dennis.  “A  Pattern  of  Urban  Growth:  Residential  Development  and  Church 
Locations  in  Philadelphia,"  Records  of  the  American  Catholic  Historical  Society 
of  Philadelphia.  LXXXII  (1971),  159-70. 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Department  of  Labor.  First  Annual  Report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Labor  and  Industry,  Pt.  1.  Harrisburg,  1913. 

. Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Commission  of  Labor  and  Industry, 

Pt.  2.  Harrisburg,  1915. 

Cornell,  Robert  J.  The  Anthracite  Coal  Strike  of  1902.  New  York:  Russell  & 
Russell,  1971  [reprint  of  1957  edition]. 

Corter,  Samuel  Gordon.  “The  Early  History  of  Lock  Haven,  Pennsylvania.”  Un- 
published M.A.  thesis,  Pennsylvania  State  University,  1935. 

Davis,  Allen,  and  Haller,  Mark  (eds.)  . The  Peoples  of  Philadelphia,  A History 
of  Ethnic  Groups  and  Lower  Class  Life,  1790-1940.  Philadelphia:  Temple 

University  Press,  1973. 

Egle,  William  Henry  (ed.)  . Notes  and  Queries:  Historical,  Biographical  and 
Genealogical.  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  1.  Harrisburg:  Harrisburg  Publishing  Co., 
1892. 

Elliott,  S.  F.  “Immigration  to  Pennsylvania,  1860-1920.”  Unpublished  M.A.  thesis, 
Pennsylvania  State  University,  1923. 

Eshleman,  H.  Frank.  Historical  Background  and  Annals  of  the  Swiss  and  German 
Pioneer  Settlers  of  Southeast  Pennsylvania.  Baltimore:  Genealogical  Publishing 
Co.,  1969  [reprint  of  1917  edition], 

Eyster,  Warren.  No  Country  for  Old  Men.  New  York:  Random  House,  1955  [a 
fictional  account  of  nationalities  in  a Pennsylvania  steel  town]. 

Fletcher,  Ralph  C.  “Population  Change  in  Pittsburgh,  1930-1940,”  Federator,  XV 
(1940)  , 244-51. 

Ford,  Raymond  W.  “Reading’s  Immigrant  Population,”  Historical  Review  of  Berks 
County,  XXVII  (1961-62),  53-59. 

Fulton,  Gladys  Evelyn.  “The  Bituminous  Coal  Mining  Industry  in  Pennsylvania.” 
Unpublished  M.A.  thesis,  Pennsylvania  State  University,  1925. 

Garvey,  William.  "Ethnic  Politics  in  Erie,”  Journal  of  Erie  Studies,  I (Spring, 
1972),  1-18. 

. “The  Ethnic  Factor  in  Erie  Politics,  1900-1970.”  Unpublished  Ph.D. 

dissertation,  LTniversity  of  Pittsburgh,  1973. 

Gast,  Stuart  Franklin.  “A  History  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Bellefonte,  Penn- 
sylvania.” Unpublished  M.A.  thesis,  Pennsylvania  State  University,  1934. 

Geffen,  Elizabeth  M.  "Violence  in  Philadelphia  in  the  1840’s  and  1850’s,”  Penn- 
sylvania History,  XXXVI  (1969)  , 381-410. 

Goldman,  M.  R.  “Hill  District  of  Pittsburgh,  As  I Knew  It,”  Western  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Magazine,  LI  (1968)  , 279-95. 

Goldsmith,  Harold  F.  The  Population  of  Pennsylvania:  1900-1960.  University 
Park:  Pennsylvania  State  University  Press,  1963. 

Gollin,  Gilliam  Lendt.  "Communal  Pietism  and  the  Secular  Drift:  A Comparative 
Study  of  Social  Change  in  the  Moravian  Communities  of  Bethlehem,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Herrnhut,  Saxony,  in  the  Eighteenth  and  Early  Nineteenth  Cen- 
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turics."  Unpublished  Ph  D.  dissertation,  Columbia  University,  1965. 

. Moravians  in  Two  Worlds.  New  York:  Columbia  University  Press, 

1967. 

Gough,  Robert.  ' Notes  on  the  Pennsylvania  Revolutionaries  of  1776,”  Pennsyl- 
vania Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  (1972)  , 89-103  [ethnic  identification 
of  Revolutionary  leaders  in  Pennsylvania], 

Gravatt,  Eugenie  di  Bow.  "Manners  and  Customs  of  the  Pennsylvania  Pioneers.” 
Unpublished  M.A.  thesis.  Pennsylvania  State  University,  1929. 

Hamilton,  Bertha.  "Colonization  of  Pennsylvania.”  Unpublished  Ph  D.  disserta- 
tion, University  of  Wisconsin,  1932. 

Harper,  Robert  E.  "The  Class  Structure  of  Western  Pennsylvania  in  the  Late 
Eighteenth  Century.”  Unpublished  Ph.D.  dissertation,  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
1969. 

Hartford,  Margaret  E.  fed.)  . Allegheny  County’s  Americans  by  Choice.  Pitts- 
burgh: The  American  Service  Institute  of  Allegheny  County,  1944. 

Holt,  Michael  F.  Forging  a Majority.  New  Haven:  Yale  LTniversity  Press,  1969 
[ethno-cultural  forces  in  Pittsburgh  lead  to  forming  of  Republican  party  in 
1850’s]. 

Hubler,  Maude  J.  "Immigration  into  Pennsylvania,  1840-1870.”  Unpublished  M.A. 
thesis,  Pennsylvania  State  University,  1929. 

Hurlbutt,  Mary  F..  New  Americans  in  Allegheny  County,  A Cultural  Study.  New 
York:  New  York  School  of  Social  Work,  1937. 

"Immigrant  Labor.”  The  Importation  of  Contract  and  Other  Laborers  from  Euro- 
pean Countries.— The  Effect  of  Their  Colonization  on  the  Working  Classes.— 
Pertinent  Matters  and  Remarks.”  In  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  Internal 
Affairs  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  Part  III,  Industrial  Statistics, 
Vol.  XII  (1884),  63-71.  Harrisburg,  1885. 

"Immigrant  Types  in  the  Steel  District,"  Charities  and  the  Commons,  XXI  (1908-09)  , 
581-88. 

"Immigrants  in  Industry.”  In  Reports  of  the  Immigration  Committee.  U.  S.  Senate, 
25  parts.  Washington,  D.  C.,  1911. 

"Immigration:  Summary  of  Work  in  Pennsylvania.”  In  Annual  Report,  Board  of 
Public  Charities,  Reports  14-22  (1883-91). 

“Industrial  Statistics,”  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  Part  III.  Vol.  XXXI  (1903),  pp.  431-32.  Harrisburg,  1904. 

Ingham,  John.  "A  Strike  in  the  Progressive  Era:  McKees  Rocks,  1909,"  Pennsyl- 
vania Magazine  of  History  and  Biography , XC  (1966)  , 353-77. 
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